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PART 1

Overview

HIS REPORT presents selected results from the 1998 State Population Survey.  Most of the
data comes from tables available from the Office of Financial Management’s Internet site.

Items were selected for their general interest and usefulness to the public as well as research and
government communities.

The survey entailed telephone interviews of 7,279 households in the spring of 1998.  Eight
geographical areas were established as primary sampling units for which results could be
tabulated from the basic data collection.  Supplemental statewide samples also collected data
from certain racial and ethnic populations that were too small to be adequately covered in a
general sample.  Responses from persons in these groups, as well as from the main sample, were
weighted to correspond to regional populations.  Initial data tabulations on the Web are for the
state as a whole and for sub-areas.  Additional data and a series of selected data cross-tabulations
are planned for future release.

A background report on the SPS titled 1998 Washington State Population Survey Data Report
(September 21, 1998) can be found at the Office of Financial Management Web Page.

The Questionnaire

State survey questions were based on questions in the U.S. Census Bureau’s Current Population
Survey, a large, nationwide survey taken monthly to measure employment trends.  The questions
focus on factual information (not opinions).  The March version of the national survey includes a
large number of extra questions similar to those found in decennial censuses.  The national
survey provides data on Washington, but its sample size is too small to allow for state-level cross
tabulations or any regional information.  Thus, the survey group used Census Bureau questions
as a model for the Washington State survey.

The final state survey questionnaire also included new items of interest to government policy
makers and agency research staff.  In some cases, the national survey-based questions were
eliminated or refined to keep interview time within reasonable levels.  The state survey,
therefore, is similar to the Current Population Survey, but tailored to the conditions and needs of
Washington State.

Sub-State Regions

Washington counties may be grouped several ways depending on the purpose of analysis.
Several regional groupings are currently used by the state Departments of Health and
Employment Security as well as the U.S. Bureau of the Census.  These groupings were
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considered for this survey; however, most divided the state into more regions than could be
accommodated within the constraints of this study.  Thus, after considerable discussion with
many different data user groups, eight regions were selected for this analysis.

The east-west division is generally based on the Cascade Mountains.  Skamania and Klickitat
Counties, however, are grouped with the west.  Regions on the Internet site are identified by
number rather than names.  The region names used in this report are unofficial and only meant to
be concise and descriptive identifiers of the survey results.

Regional Areas by County
Region Number Name Counties

1 North Sound Island, San Juan, Skagit, Whatcom
2 West Balance Balance of Western Washington
3 King County King
4 Other Puget Metro Kitsap, Pierce, Snohomish, Thurston
5 Clark County Clark
6 East Balance Balance of Eastern Washington
7 Spokane County Spokane
8 Yakima-Tri-Cities Benton, Franklin, Yakima
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State and Regional Demographic Profile

Washington is a diverse state.  Many of the regional variations in the survey results – as was the
case for marital status, education, and disabilities – are associated with regional population
differences in age, gender, and race.  Other differences are economy or urban-rural based.  The
information below is from the Office of Financial Management’s 1998 Population Estimates and
provides a demographic profile for the state and regions.  This information may be used as a
context for interpreting the survey results.

State and Regional Population Totals and Percent Shares of the State

Area Population Percent of State

STATE 5,685,304 100.00
North Sound 341,297 6.00
West Balance 425,500 7.48
King County 1,665,801 29.30
Other Puget Metro 1,683,598 29.61
Clark County 328,003 5.77
East Balance 437,806 7.70
Spokane County 410,901 7.23
Yakima-Tri-Cities 392,398 6.90
SOURCE:  Office of Financial Management Population Estimates, April 1, 1998
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• King County and the Other Puget Metropolitan counties contain 60 percent of Washington’s
total population.  These urban counties attract young adults to the labor force from all parts
of Washington and other states.  Population and job growth go hand in hand.

• The state’s population is fairy evenly distributed among the remaining regions.  Most of the
counties outside the metropolitan regions have economies based on forestry, fishing,
agriculture, recreation, and retirement living.  They do not attract or sustain large populations
of young adults.

State and Regional Population by Age

Area Total Under 20 20-59 60 and Older

STATE 5,685,304 1,679,427 3,159,094 846,783
North Sound 341,297 98,761 183,806 58,730
West Balance 425,500 121,664 216,603 87,233
King County 1,665,801 451,042 983,811 230,948
Other Puget Metro 1,683,598 519,780 938,823 224,995
Clark County 328,003 102,164 181,917 43,922
East Balance 437,806 135,038 227,716 75,052
Spokane County 410,901 120,653 223,552 66,696
Yakima-Tri-Cities 392,398 130,325 202,866 59,207
SOURCE:  Office of Financial Management Population Estimates, April 1, 1998
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Percent Share of Population by Age

Area Total Under 20 20-59 60 and Older

STATE 100.0 29.5 55.6 14.9
North Sound 100.0 28.9 53.9 17.2
West Balance 100.0 28.6 50.9 20.5
King County 100.0 27.1 59.1 13.9
Other Puget Metro 100.0 30.9 55.8 13.4
Clark County 100.0 31.1 55.5 13.4
East Balance 100.0 30.8 52.0 17.1
Spokane County 100.0 29.4 54.4 16.2
Yakima-Tri-Cities 100.0 33.2 51.7 15.1
SOURCE:  Office of Financial Management Population Estimates, April 1, 1998
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• A high percentage of the population in the younger age groups typically reflects areas with
large Hispanic populations, such as the Yakima-Tri-Cities region and the Eastern Balance –
or bedroom communities such as Clark County.

• Dense urban counties, like King County, reflect a “working-age” structure with 60 percent of
its population between the ages of 20 to 59.  Urban areas are comprised of many young
single adults or families in an early formation phase.

• Three regions – North Sound, West Balance, and East Balance – have 17 to 20 percent of
their population age 60 and over.  Several of the counties in these areas such as Island,
Clallam, San Juan, Jefferson, Pacific, Chelan, Okanogan, and Pend Oreille are recreational
areas with relatively large percentages of retirees.
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Race and Hispanic Status:  Population Totals

Area Total White
African

American
American

Indian Asian Hispanic

STATE 5,685,304 4,746,900 183,990 92,026 319,823 342,565
North Sound 341,297 302,737 3,648 7,005 10,372 17,535
West Balance 425,500 389,610 2,458 13,361 6,589 13,482
King County 1,665,801 1,331,825 89,121 18,160 168,949 57,746
Other Puget Metro 1,683,598 1,433,302 70,279 23,856 95,331 60,830
Clark County 328,003 296,276 4,926 3,113 12,435 11,253
East Balance 437,806 355,370 2,776 9,931 8,288 61,441
Spokane County 410,901 378,513 5,969 6,668 10,129 9,622
Yakima-Tri-Cities 392,398 259,267 4,813 9,932 7,730 110,656
SOURCE:  Office of Financial Management Population Estimates, April 1, 1998

Race and Hispanic Status:  Population by Percent

Area Total White
African

American
American

Indian Asian Hispanic

STATE 100.0 83.49 3.24 1.62 5.63 6.03
North Sound 100.0 88.70 1.07 2.05 3.04 5.14
West Balance 100.0 91.57 0.58 3.14 1.55 3.17
King County 100.0 79.95 5.35 1.09 10.14 3.47
Other Puget Metro 100.0 85.13 4.17 1.42 5.66 3.61
Clark County 100.0 90.33 1.50 0.95 3.79 3.43
East Balance 100.0 81.17 0.63 2.27 1.89 14.03
Spokane County 100.0 92.12 1.45 1.62 2.47 2.34
Yakima-Tri-Cities 100.0 66.07 1.23 2.53 1.97 28.2
SOURCE:  Office of Financial Management Population Estimates, April 1, 1998
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Shown in this order:  White, African American, American Indian, Asian, Hispanic
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• The Yakima-Tri-Cities region contains about 7 percent of the state’s total population – but
nearly one-third of Washington’s Hispanic population.  In this region, more than 1 in 4
persons is Hispanic.

• In Washington State, 87 percent of the African American population and 83 percent of the
Asian population reside in King and Other Puget Metropolitan Counties.  In King County, 1
in every 10 persons is Asian.

• The state’s Indian population is not as geographically concentrated as other minority/ethnic
groups; 46 percent resides in King and Other Puget Metropolitan Counties.


